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After these journeyings and experiences it would seem
remarkable if any European crisis could occur anywhere with-
out his having first-hand knowledge of the people and the
locality. Moreover, in a year of such travel his acquaintance
with human nature must have become extensive and peculiar;
he would say and do the right things whether Ponsonby the
Governor, a Greek bandit, a Spanish grandee or a Turkish Bey
engaged in "pacifying" Albania was in question.

One would hesitate to claim as much on behalf of Gladstone
for all his juvenile entry into Parliament. True he travelled, in
Italy, and proposed to his wife by moonlight in the Coliseum,
He returned to Italy later in life and rode on a singularly
ungenerous mule which he was compelled to beat continually.
This induced the reflection that just as he felt towards the mule
so Queen Victoria had always felt towards him, and ho realised
in a flash what she must have suffered whenever he held the office
of Prime Minister. Faced by a Greek bandit Gladstone would
probably have delivered a speech on the right of an English (or
Scottish) gentleman to go unmolested, and been shot for his
pains.

So, by the time Disraeli found himself lingering in Cairo
waiting for Meredith to arrive, and for the recovery of Clay,
longing for England and Bradenham and yet fascinated by the
strange, indolent life of the East, the soil was prepared for the
sowing. He halted without being aware of the fact in a kind of
no-man's-land between two worlds, that of the past wherein he
had lacked direction and that of the future when he was to know
with almost furious conviction what he meant to do if only he
could overcome the initial barrier to his ambitions and attain
what he coveted more than anything else; a seat in Pariisunent.

The dreamy days in Cairo came suddenly to an end* Meredith
returned there at the end of June. He and Disraeli had intended
to return to England by way of Italy in order to see Naples and
Rome, but sudden tragedy overwhelmed them, Meredith went
down with smallpox and died of it towards the end of July.

His death brought about one of the crises of Disraeli's life
because Meredith was engaged to Sarah, and Disraeli loved
Sarah better than anyone in the world. He could not escape
^reflection that but for this tour of the East which he had
projecte4.Meredith would never have travelled to Cairo and
aever died ,there of smallpox. In the acuteness of his grief he
wrote heart-broken letters home. He tells Isaac he would
willingly have given his life for Meredith's and that he will